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opinion on this subject was shared by many of the
Englishmen who were best acquainted with India and
most devoted to its interests, If the new Viceroy did
not equal Lord Mayo in charm of personal manner, and
in power of setting every one around him to work ener-
getically on their own lines, he possessed, what is more
specially needed at present, more than" Lord Mayo's
power of holding his great officers in hand, and of re-
fusing to allow their specialties and crotchets being run
to excess and developed to the detriment of India and
of the imperial interests of Great Britain. If he had
not all Lord Elgin's experience and large-minded deal-
ing with the outlying questions of English policy, he
brought to bear upon them the caution, the-trained
habits, the ceaseless thoughtful energy of an English
statesman, in a manner which colonial and Indian
officials have little opportunity of practising them-
selves in. If the insinuations of some of the newspaper
correspondents be true, he may be deficient in Lord
William Bentinck's aristocratic calmness under criticism
and judicial appreciation of the value of the Indian
press. But it is certain that India has in him a Gover-
nor-General of high character and of pure-minded un-
selfish disposition, which it can greatly trust. I could
not but be struck during my stay at Simla with his
genuineness of character, his clearness of vision, and
his unaffected kindness and consideration. Even in two
mistakes which, as it seemed to me, he has made, his
errors were almost redeemed by his manner of commit-
ting them. I allude to his approval of the conduct of
the Panjab officials towards Mr Downes of the Church
Mission, who made an attempt to reach Kafiristan
through the Kaubul territory; and to a social question
which arose between Government House and Majoi
Fenwick of the ' Civil and Military Gazette:' but in
both these crises Lord Northbrook acted vin an open